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NAVAER.330 (REV, 7-44) (BACK)
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Opcrational ,l 75 gt Carrier take-off
DTHER PHYSICAL AND OPERATIONAL FEATURES INVOLVED
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Aireraft and enrine lost in Lake Michigan.s
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Aireraft and engine not recovered fror: Lake Michipfan.
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The above are true findings, based upon a thovough investigation, mature deliberation and instructions In Aviarion Circular Letter 48-:44.
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Carrier fuclification Trainins Unit
Nnval Air Stetion,Glenvicw,lllinois

14 Scptenber 1944

To: Senior llenber, Aviation Safety Doard.

Subj: Pilot's sgtatcnent in rerard to accident

involving SBD-4 airplane, 3u.No,1l05795.

1., I was assipned to fly the subject airplanc while aboard
ship for carrier qualiticetion. The gaures in the plane were
new to re but I studied ther and found that I had a full
right tank and thirty (30) pallons of ras in the left tank.
I put my selector valve on the right tank, after I had
started the plane, I found that the shoulder straps catch
wns not workine. I called the Fly One Offiicer over and told
bir: this. After soveral atterpts, he also failed to ret

then locked. We did tichten then down as far as we could.,

2. I made three landinfs. After iy third landing, I took

off =nd turned to the right when ny cngine nissed. I throttled
back half way ané the cupine caught and then quit cornpletely.
I changed tanks just before hitting the weter but that had

no effect,

3., The planc did not sound good on the deck of the carrier
end I was reluctant about turning un ny c¢neine because it
¢id not sound prood. It took the throttle nore slowly then
it would have on 91 Octanc gasoling. I was told over the
P.A. systen to get ny onrine turning upn.

4. I fceel that the shoulder harness was a conplecte failure.
And T elso feel that ny riistake was in obeying the order to
turn up ny eac~ine. I should have stayed on the deck and
checked the enrine rorc thoroughly.

/s/ Albert Grey ODELL
Ensipcn,A-V(N),USNR
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GarrieT Qualification Training Unit
Navael Air Station,Glenview,IllinOlS.

20 September 1944.

To genior lMember, Aviation Setoty Boart.
Subj: Fly 1 Oofficer's statenent in ropard to anceident

involving 8BI-4 airplane Bu.No. 10575,

1. On Sept. 14, 1944, Dasici 0dell was the first pilot of subject
nlane. Before his first take-off we could not et his shouldcer
harncss to lock complctely;Wedthercfore pullecd them as tirnt as
nossible SO thot his foce was ab 1east six (6) inches fron the
instrument pancl. Basisn Odell saying “"that will be okay".

5, While on deck be fore his first three take-offs, when first
turning up, his en/ine sounded as if the throttle was beinr nushed
forward to fast, it wackfired, Nothing wWas seid by the nilot ab
the corinletion of turn Ude. 9Yis engine sounded nornaland did not
gomtter until in the eir after the third teke-off.

/s/ . T. CRO'DER
Lieut.,USNR.



